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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 6068 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS IN 

SUB J : VIOLENCE IN SRINAGAR 

1. DELHI APPERS REPORTED THAT TWO PERSONS WERE KILLED WHEN POLICE 
OPENED FIRE ON VIOLENT DEMONSTRATORS IN SRINAGAR MAY 22. SEVERAL 
POLICEMEN WERE INJURED. NINETEEN ARRESTS WERE MADE. ACCORDING 
TO THE HINDUSTAN TIMES, SEVERAL TOURISTS INCLUDING SOME FOREIGNERS 
WERE BEATEN UP. 

2. THE DEMONSTRATORS WERE PROTESTING AGAINST A BRITISH 
PUBLICATION, " BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE- CHILDREN' S ENCYCLOPEDIA", WHICH 
HAD BEEN BANNED BY THE STATE GOVERNMENT. BOOK ALLEGEDLY CONTAINS 
PICTURE OF PROPHET MOHAMMED. AN OFFENSE TO ISLAM. 

DEOMONSTRATIONS BEGAN SOME FIVE DAYS AGO WHEN A COPY OF THE BOOK 
WAS DISCOVERED IN A LIBRARY ( WHERE IT HAD LAIN UNNOTICED FOR 
TWENTY YEARS). BOOK HAS NOW BEEN BANNED THROUGHOUT INDIA. 
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3. AN OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN SAID THAT TROUBLE STARTED WHEN " ANTI- 
SOCIAL ELEMENTS" TOOK ADVANTAGE OF PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
THAT POLITICAL PARTIES HAD NOT PARTICIPATED. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO 
PTI, YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORING THE DEMONSTRATIONS CLAIMED 
THE BACKING OF NON- CONGRESS OPPOSITION PARTIES. 

4. CHIEF MINISTER QASIM AND SHEIKH ABDULLAH HAVE APPEALED FOR 
CALM. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS HAVE BEEN CLOSED FOR THREE DAYS AND 
AN ORDINANCE BANNING DEMONSTRATIONS HAS BEEN IMPOSED. 

5. EMBASSY ATTEMPTS TO CONFIRM NEWS STORIES, ESPECIALLY WHETHER 
AMERICANS INVOLVED INCIDENT REPORTED IN HINDUSTAN TIMES, MET WITH NO 
SUCCESS AT HOME MINISTRY. ESPECIALLY SINCE MAY- IUNE IS HEIGHT 

OF KASHMIR TOURIST SEASON. EMBASSY WILL PERSEVERE AND REPORT. 
MOYNIHAN 
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